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"To the honorable the Senate & House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled - 
 
The petition of Eleazer Olney of Marietta in the county of Washington & State of Ohio, 
humbly shewith, 
 
That your petitioner was a native, formerly an inhabitant of the State of Rhode Island, but 
previous to the commencement of the late war between Great Britain & her then 
American Colonies, had removed to Nova Scotia, and at the commencement of the war 
was living in the county of Cumberland in said Nova Scotia and took up arms in behalf of 
the then American Colonies and was with Colonel Jonathan Eddy in the attempt made on 
the British garrison of Fort Cumberland, in the month of November 1776; which attempt 
proving unsuccessful, your petitioner was subjected to the alternatives of giving up his 
arms to the British, or abandoning, at that season of the year & in that inhospitable 
climate, a large family of young & helpless children to the mercy of their enemies.  
Paternal affection was too strong for the love of liberty; and your petitioner submitted to 
the British, but with a fixed resolution to return to the United States as soon as the 
circumstances of his family would permit and an opportunity should offer.  But through 
the loss of property and the confusion of the times, your petitioner was not able to 
remove his family from Nova Scotia till after the conclusion of the war.  In 1792 your 
petitioner removed with his family from Nova Scotia to Marietta aforesaid, where he has 
since resided. 
 
Having taken arms in favour of the American cause at an early period of the revolution, 
and having suffered in person & property for so doing, though unable to flee from the 
British province of Nova Scotia during the war, your petitioner conceives that he is justly 
and equitably entitled to the benefits & privileges granted by the resolves and acts of 
Congress "for the relief of the Refugees from the British provinces of Canada & Nova 
Scotia", but not knowing of those resolves & acts of Congress so early as to enable your 
petitioner to apply for relief within the time limited, your petitioner prays that Congress 
will now consider him one of those entitled to the relief by those resolves & acts of 



Congress intended to be granted and that he may be allowed a portion of those lands set 
apart for satisfying the claims of Refugees from provinces of Canada & Nova Scotia, and 
your petitioner as in duty bound ever pray. -  
 

Eleazar Olney 
Marietta, 31 Oct 1803 -" 
 
------- 

Mentions of the Petition above in the Journal of the Senate of the United 
States of America, 1789-1873 (www.loc.gov, American Memory, search 
Eleazer Olney) 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1803. 

...Mr. Worthington presented the petition of Eleazer Olney, of Marietta, late a resident in the province of 
Nova Scotia, praying to be entitled to the benefits of the "Act for the relief of the refugees from the British 
provinces of Canada and Nova Scotia," for reasons stated in the petition; and the petition was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed on the 27th of October last to consider the petition 
of Martha Seamans and others, to report thereon to the Senate.... 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1803. 

... Mr. Worthington, from the committee to whom were referred, on the 27th of October last, the memorial 
of Martha Seamans, and others, and on the 12th instant the petition of Eleazer Olney, made report; which 
was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration.... 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1803. 

.... The Senate took into consideration the report of the committee made yesterday upon the petition of 
Martha Seamans and others, and Eleazer Olney; and 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to the committee who made the report, further to consider and report 
thereon to the Senate.... 

Eleazer Olney Dec 20 1803 Mention 

-------------------- 
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